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FCC TAKES STEPS TO MAKE MILLIMETER WAVE SPECTRUM 
AVAILABLE FOR 5G AND OTHER ADVANCED SERVICES

  -- 
WASHINGTON, April 12, 2019—The Federal Communications Commission today continued 
its efforts to make millimeter wave spectrum available for 5G, the Internet of Things, and other 
advanced spectrum-based services, including satellite broadband services.

The Fifth Report and Order adopted today takes two actions.  First, the Commission adopted 
rules to allow Fixed-Satellite Service earth stations to be individually licensed to transmit in the 
50 GHz spectrum band.  This action will allow Fixed-Satellite Service operators to provide 
faster, more advanced services to their customers.  

Second, the Commission established a coordination process to accommodate the military’s 
potential need for additional sites in the Upper 37 GHz band, while protecting the interests of 
non-Federal licensees in this band.  The steps taken today are an integral step toward the 
auction of the Upper 37 GHz, 39 GHz and 47 GHz spectrum bands slated to begin later this 
year.

The actions taken today are building blocks of the nation’s 5G future and will contribute to 
economic growth, job creation, and our nation’s global competitiveness.

Action by the Commission April 12, 2019 by Report and Order (FCC 19-30).  Chairman Pai, 
Commissioners O’Rielly, Carr approving.  Commissioners Rosenworcel and Starks approving 
in part and dissenting in part.  Chairman Pai, Commissioners O’Rielly, Carr, Rosenworcel, and 
Starks issuing separate statements.
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes official 
action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).


